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Oh, hey there, 2019, didn’t realize you were already here.  
 
I hope the holiday season was filled with friends, family, and 
fun for all. And, as quickly as the holidays arrive, they’re gone 
in a flash as our focus shifts to a new year filled with 
excitement and possibilities. Like I said last year, I don’t dwell 
on the past (because it cannot be changed). Instead, I choose 
to learn from those experiences. For Berkley, we had some 
    

experiences that we should work to reproduce and enhance, and others, expected or 
unexpected, that serve as cautionary tales of what we want to avoid in the future. 
We can control communication with our residents, how we treat each other (in 
person or on social media), how we collaborate, and how we move forward as a 
community. 
 
While we cannot control the weather or most decisions from Lansing, we can plan 
prudently so that if we find ourselves in similar situations in the future we have the 
proper protocol and procedures in place to navigate through those situations. 
 
A positive lesson from 2018 was the vote on infrastructure. Our residents clearly saw 
a need to improve our aging roads and underground pipes and spoke very clearly 
about that on Election Day. Now, it’s the city’s job to follow through on making those 
improvements.  

                                                               (Mayor’s Message continued on page 2) 
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Message from the Mayor 
Daniel Terbrack 

Stay Connected!    

If you want to receive the city 
newsletter, alerts related to water 
main breaks, snow events, road 
construction and other important 

notices, send your email address to: 
communications@berkleymich.net. 

Please put Newsletter Subscription in 
the subject line. 
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Scheduled Meetings 

at Berkley City Hall: 

City Council 7 PM 

January 7th 

 

Planning Commission  

7:30 PM 

January 22nd   

ZBA 7 PM 

January 14th 

Watch City Council and Planning 

Commission meetings live on the 

city's website or on cable. (WOW-

ch. 10, Xfinity-Ch. 17). These 

meetings are also available, on-

demand, on the city's YouTube 

channel 3-4 days after the meeting. 

City Manager’s Office 
Matt Baumgarten 

 

Heading into 2019, it’s easy to say the glass is half-full in the 
City of Berkley. There are plenty of reasons for optimism. 
 
When we begin the budget process in the coming weeks, we 
have the luxury of knowing our city finances are in good shape. 
We remain vigilant in addressing our legacy costs, and thanks to 
our voters we now have a dedicated funding source for 
infrastructure improvements over the next 10 years. 
 

 

 
 

In 2018, we overhauled our ordinance enforcement team in order to be more 

responsive to resident concerns. We created the Technology Advisory Committee and 
promoted our IT Coordinator to the position of Chief Innovation Officer to help get the 
best technological bang for our buck. We restructured our communications committee 
to form the new Citizens Engagement Advisory Committee to be more responsive to 
the community. 
 
We were recognized as one of the Safest Cities in Michigan for 2018, and Top 10 
places in the U.S. to Raise a Family. Our neighbors always seem to look out for each 
other, and for that, we deserve a pat on the back! 
 
We enjoyed an incredible turnout of over 70% in the November election, as voters 
endorsed our Capital Improvement Project millage while narrowly defeating a bond 
request for a new Community Center. I believe those results indicate our residents 
want a new Community Center, and it’s up to us as a community to find the right path 
forward. 
                                                              (City Manager continued on page 2) 

mailto:communications@berkleymich.net
https://www.alarms.org/safest-cities-in-michigan/
https://pennygeeks.com/blog/top-cities-towns-for-new-families-in-the-u-s/
https://pennygeeks.com/blog/top-cities-towns-for-new-families-in-the-u-s/
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Leaf Pick Up: The last day to rake leaves to the curb or to use yard waste bags/cans for weekly pick-up has ended. During the off 
season, yard waste placed in paper bags may be taken to the SOCRRA facility on Coolidge at no charge. Yard waste collection 
information, including the full schedule, is posted on the City website. 

Chipper Service: From October to March, there is not a set schedule for the chipper route/brush collection. The chipper will be 
deployed depending on workload, brush volumes, and storms. As a reminder, the chipper service is for branches over 4' in length 
and over 2" in diameter. If chipper service is needed, call DPW at 248-658-3490. 

Christmas Trees: DPW crews will pick up Christmas trees after the holidays. Please remove all decorations, lights, stands, etc. 
prior to placement at the curb. We encourage residents to call the DPW when a tree is placed by the curb for efficient and timely 
pick-up. 

Trash Toters: 96-gallon trash toters (cans) can be purchased for $60 each at the DPW. These are wheeled cans with attached lids 
that are dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler. 

 
Holiday Refuse Collection:  Tuesday, January 1st, is a holiday for the City's refuse and recycling contractor (Tringali).  As a result, 
trash pick-up will be delayed by one day: 

 Tuesday’s pick up (January 1, 2019) will occur on Wednesday, January 2, 2019  
 Friday’s pick up (January 4, 2019) will occur on Saturday, January 5, 2019 

Attention All Snow Birds:  Contact DPW to shut off water service if you’re headed south for the winter. This will prevent the 
possibility of pipes freezing while you’re away.  You can also provide a temporary mailing address so that utility bills can be sent 
directly to you during this time. 

Snow plowing season is here!  Residents and businesses are asked to follow these guidelines: 

Do not push or plow snow into the public street. 
Move parked vehicles off the street during snow events (two or more inches). 

Give road crews ample room to safely clear the streets. Snowplows need “room to groom.” 
 

 

 

Department of Public Works 

 

 City Manager, continued from page 1 

Next month, we’ll begin forming a steering committee and choosing a consultant to help facilitate an update of the City Master 
Plan. Public input is vital in crafting this document – we’ll start posting key meeting dates on the City Website and Facebook Page 
as soon as the schedule is finalized. 
 

We’re holding a Town Hall Meeting on February 19th to discuss the City’s options in regards to the passage of Proposal 1 and the 
sale of recreational marihuana. Throughout the year, we’ll continue to explore new citywide storm water management policies to 
help minimize backyard flooding and other related issues. 
 

We have a lot on our plate and a lot to look forward to in 2019. Let’s enter this New Year with a renewed sense of commitment 
and dedication toward making sure Berkley remains one of the best places to live in Michigan! 
 

Mayor’s Message, continued from page 1 

One of those hard lessons in 2018 was the vote on a new Community Center. That was a polarizing experience we need to learn 
from, so we do not duplicate it in the future. Moving forward, I will be talking with folks on all sides of the issue (pro, con, and in the 
middle) to find out what our community truly desires in a Community Center. 
 

Another positive in 2018 was the incredible voter turnout. It is clear that we are operating in an era of great resident engagement, 
not only evidenced by the vote but also by the new committees that were established in the city and the number of volunteers 
looking to be engaged to positively impact the city. 
 

On that same note; however, we also experienced the backlash that can come from being overly passionate about an issue. It is no 
secret that social media sites too often devolved into perceived attacks or bullying, and the vestiges of those are still being felt 
today, months after the election. 
 

Personally, I learned a ton in 2018 about what it takes to serve as your mayor. Last year, I wrote, “I ran for mayor because my 
purpose is clear: I want to serve the residents of Berkley. I want the city to be the best that it can. I know decisions I make today 
will impact the future. I know not every decision I make will be a popular one, but I do so knowing that I will make the decisions 
strictly based on what I believe is best for Berkley.” That has not changed, and nor will it change. 
 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/public_works/yardwaste.php
https://www.facebook.com/cityofberkley/?eid=ARDTetGPkyOD5iTEivEeeL9Q9JhdHZ426asyxaid_G6j2bF3PLIhkpgxsNFwxw3Vi0NXx9sK9H4hP0r9


 
  
 

 

PAGE 3                                                                                          JANUARY 2019     
City of Berkley eNews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

City Offices 

Hours of Operation 

 
City Hall: 

Monday - Friday 
8:30 AM - 5 PM  

**Closed from 1 PM - 2 PM 
 

Department of Public Works:  
Monday - Friday 

7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
 

Berkley Public Library  
Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM 

Fri: 10 AM to 6 PM 
Sat: 10 AM to 3 PM 

Sun: Closed 
 

Community Center: 
Monday - Friday 

  8:30 AM to 5 PM 
  (call for evening and weekend hours) 

 

January Office Closures: 
January 1st New Year’s 

January 21st – MLK Holiday 

In 1971, the Berkley City Council made “We Care” the official city motto. At that 
time, new signs were placed on major roads leading into our city. This very sign 
has been reproduced on beautiful new mug being sold by the museum. These 
mugs are available at the Berkley Historical Museum as well as the Berkley Public 
Library and City Clerk's Office. They are a great buy at only $10. All proceeds go 
to the Berkley Historical Museum to help support their mission of preserving our 
city's history. This is a limited production of only 288 mugs. 
 
There is also a small number of mugs that show the Berkley Theatre on closing 
night in 1993. Stop by and get yours soon. 

The Berkley Historical Museum is 
located in the Historic Fire Hall, 3338 
Coolidge Highway. 
    
The museum is open to the public most 
Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm and 
most Sundays from 2-4 pm. 

 

 

Historical Museum 

Parks and Recreation 

January Programs & Classes 

 

   

ADULT CLASSES 

Dog Obedience Classes (Different levels) 
Beginner and Advanced Tai Chi 
Mindfulness, Meditation and the Art of Self Care 
Parent-Child Yoga 
PiYO 
Stroller Strides 
Yoga Blend 
Zumba 
 
SENIOR TRIPS & CLASSES 
 
Station Square Kitchen and Bar 
Date: January 9th   Time: 11 am 
Cost:  $6 
 

Greektown Casino 
Date: January 16th  Time: 10 am 
Cost: $10 
 
Xochimilco 
Date: January 30th  Time: 11 am 
Cost:  $6 
 
Chair Yoga 
Thursdays beginning January 3rd 

7 sessions     11 am – 12 pm 
 
Chair Yoga 
Mondays beginning January 7th 

5 sessions     11 am – 12 pm 

 

YOUTH CLASSES 

Abrakadoodle Doodlers 
Abrakadoodle Doodlers Plus 
Abrakadoodle Doodlers Mini-Doodlers 
Abrakadoodle Doodlers Twoosy Doodlers 
Jump-A-Rama Advanced Gymnastics 
Jump-A-Rama Gymnastics 
Jump-A-Rama Tumble Tots 
Little Ninjas 
Parent-Tot Playgroup 
Kiddie Soccer 
Pillo Polo 
Bricks 4 Kidz 
Dance 
Zumba Kids 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Daddy/Daughter Frozen Winter Wonderland Dance - 
January 19th 
 

Mother/Son SuperHero Dance - January 26th 

Space is limited. Register online, by phone (248-658-3470) 
or at the Community Center, 2400 Robina Avenue. 
Deadline for registration is Wednesday, January 23rd. After 
deadline, LATE prices apply IF space is still available. 

 

Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs 
and classes and to view ongoing fitness classes that are 
available throughout the month. 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
http://berkley.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx
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                      Berkley Public Library 

 
                                 

 

ADULTS  

An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, January 2nd, at 6:30 pm 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of 
the present moment, the most important time of our lives. 
We will start with a short introduction followed by a 30 
minute guided, sitting meditation, and then with questions, 
answers and interesting experiences. Session led by Greg 
Sherburn.  
 
Origami Club at Berkley Library 
Monday, January 7th, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

If you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, join 
us to learn and explore with like-minded individuals.  
 
Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, January 8th, at 12:30 pm 
Not a Sound by Heather Gudenkauf 
 
Learn to Meditate 
Tuesday, January 15th, at 6:30 pm 
The Heartfulness Learn to Meditate Program offers a simple 
set of relaxation and meditation exercises to help restore 
balance in life, manage stress, better your health, and lead 
you to inner calm and peace. Participants will be meditating 
in chairs. Those wishing to meditate while sitting on the floor 
may bring their own floor cushions.  
 

Berkley Reading Society 
Thursday, January 17th, at 6:30 pm  
Beartown by Fredrick Backman 
 
Cocktails and Coloring 
Wednesday, January 23rd, from 7 pm to 9 pm 
Ages 21+ are welcome to join us for cocktails and coloring 
at Amici's Pizza in downtown Berkley. We will have coloring 
pages, colored pencils, and markers available. Feel free to 
bring your own. We'll also have drink specials! Amici's Pizza 
is located at 3249 Twelve Mile. 
 
Teens & Drugs 101: What’s Important to Know 
Tuesday, January 29th, at 6:30 pm 
Presented by Saint Joseph Mercy Health System and Tri-

Community Coalition, this program is designed for 
participants to learn about the signs, symptoms, and current 
trends of teen drug use. A highlight of this 90-minute 
program is a mock teenager’s bedroom set up for 
participants to observe and attempt to identify the obvious 
and not-so-obvious drug-related paraphernalia. Register by 
calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
Recycling 101 
Thursday, January 31st, at 6:30 pm 
Join us for an interactive, informative, and fun presentation 
as we learn more about recycling facts, how to recycle more 
and recycle right, what happens to recyclables after it gets 
collected, and more! SOCRRA is presenting this program. 
 

 

TEENS 

After School Games 
Mondays and Wednesdays in January from 3 pm to 6 pm 
We'll set out a few games in the teen room after school on 
Mondays and Wednesdays. Have some fun before you hit the 
books! 
 
Art for the Walls  
Tuesday, January 22nd, at 6 pm 
Let's celebrate a new year by making some new art to re-
decorate the Teen Room! Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or 
at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
YOUTH 
 
Family Craft Night: 3D Snowflakes 
Thursday, January 10th, at 6:30 pm   
The Ennis Center for Children, a local organization serving 
children in crisis, will lead a craft night here at the library. 
Recommended for ages 6 to 12. We'll make giant 3D paper 
snowflakes! Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
Family Movie: Incredibles 2 
Saturday, January 19th, at 10:30 am 
Everyone’s favorite family of superheroes is back – but this 
time Helen is in the spotlight, leaving Bob at home with Violet 
and Dash to navigate the day-to-day heroics of “normal” life. 

We'll provide the popcorn! 
 
Build a Robot  
Saturday, January 26th, at 12:30 pm  
Learn how to build a simple robot that you can take home! 
Recommended for ages 6 to 12. Register by calling (248) 658-
3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 
Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, January 28th, at 6:30 pm 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities will 
target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their grown-ups 
and siblings are welcome. 
 

Lapsit Storytime 

Mondays at 10:30 am 

Resumes January 14th (no session on January 21st) 

This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, with a 

parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes of stories, 

songs, and fingerplays and 25 minutes of playtime. 

 

Preschool Storytime 

Tuesdays at 10:30 am 

Resumes January 15th 

The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities and a 

craft for ages 3-6. This storytime is for those who are able to 

participate without their adult in the room. 

 

 

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
https://www.socrra.org/
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
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What’s Up Downtown! 
Congratulations to our 2018 Holiday Window 

Decorating Contest Winners! 

 
Downtown Berkley’s Second Annual MerriMonth Holiday Window Decorating Contest was a big success! Fifteen Downtown 
Berkley businesses participated with the hopes of winning cash prizes and one of three awards: Best Holiday Traditions Theme,  
Best Overall Theme, and People’s Choice Award.  
 
Participating stores included: Alice’s Perfect Fit, Amici’s Pizza, Annabelle’s Couture, Articipate, Catching Fireflies, Decyp her, 
Have You Any Wool?, Lake Home Décor, Me2U Boutique, Nova Chiropractic, Patrick J’s Irish Pub,  Peninsula’s, Vitrine Gallery & 
Gifts, Twice Around Antiques, and Yellow Door Art Market. 
 
The voting was hot and heavy for the People’s Choice Award with over 1,200 votes cast! It was neck and neck to the end with 
Vitrine Gallery & Gifts edging out Have You Any Wool? by a few votes. Vitrine Gallery & Gifts will win $150 in prize money from 
the Berkley DDA for this fine achievement.  

 
Five independent judges took on the task of judging both the Best Holiday Traditions and Best Overall Theme awards. The 
competition was stiff but the winner in the Best Holiday Traditions was Amici’s Pizza whose charming window topped Twice 
Around Antique’s by just three votes. Amici’s will also win $150 from the Berkley DDA.  
 
The top award of Best Overall Holiday Window, offering $300 in prize money, went to … Vitrine Gallery & Gifts! 
 
Thanks to all of our business owners who took the time to create these fabulous windows that added so much to the festive 
feeling in Downtown Berkley! 

                                                 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Vitrine Gallery & Gifts 
 

1sr Place People’s Choice 
Award! 

 
1st Place Best Overall Holiday 

Window! 

               

     
     Amici’s Gourmet Pizza & Living Room 

 
1st Place Best Holiday Traditions Award! 

Twice Around Antiques 
 

Honorable Mention 

 

 

Have You Any Wool? 
 

Honorable Mention 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

30 31 

 1 
City Offices 
Closed - Holiday 
Berkley Public 
Library Closed - 
Holiday 

2 
6:30 pm An 
Introduction to 
Mindfulness 
Meditation 

 

3 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 

4 5 

6 7 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 
5:30 pm Origami 
Club 
7:00 pm City 
Council Meeting 

8 
12:30 pm 
Afternoon Book 
Club 

9 
8:30 am DDA 
Meeting 
11:00 am Senior 
Trips: Station 
Square Kitchen & 
Bar 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 

10 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
6:30 pm Family 
Craft Night: 3D 
Snowflakes 
7:00 pm Parks 
and Recreation 
Advisory Board 

11 12 

13 
4:00 pm 
Historical 
Committee 

14 
10:30 am Lapsit 
Storytime 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 
7:00 pm Zoning 
Board of 
Appeals 
7:00 pm Tree 
Board Meeting 

15 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 
6:30 pm Learn to 
Meditate 

16 
10:00 am Senior 
Trips: Greektown 
Casino 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 
6:30 pm 
Technology 
Advisory 
Committee 

17 
10:30 am Parent-
Toddler 
Storytime 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
6:30 pm Berkley 
Reading Society 

18 19 
Daddy/Daughter 
Frozen Winterland 
Dance 
10:30 am Family 
Film: Incredibles 2 

20 21 
City Offices 
Closed – Holiday 
Berkley Public 
Library Closed - 
Holiday 

22 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 
6:00 pm Art for 
the Walls 
7:30 pm Planning 
Commission 
Meeting 

23 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 
7:00 pm Cocktails 
and Coloring at 
Amici's 

24 
10:30 am Parent-
Toddler 
Storytime 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
6:30 pm 
Environmental 
Advisory 
Committee 

25 26 
Mother/Son 
SuperHero Dance 
12:30 pm Build a 
Robot 

27 28 
10:30 am Lapsit 
Storytime 
11:00 am  
Senior Classes: 
Chair Yoga 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 
6:30 pm Family 
Evening 
Storytime 

29 
10:30 am 
Preschool 
Storytime 
6:30 pm Teens & 
Drugs 101: 
What's Important 
to Know 

30 
11:00 am Senior 
Trips: Xochimilco 
3:00 pm After 
School Games 

31 
10:30 am Parent-
Toddler 
Storytime 
11:00 am Senior 
Classes: Chair 
Yoga 
6:30 pm 
Recycling 101 

     

  

 

Get ready for WinterFest!        
February 2, 2019, 12 pm to 3 pm at the Community Center 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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